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"Some ACCOUNT of .the Diviſions at the Court of St. Germains: With the 
i. - Examination and Diſplacing of the Earl of Melford, for betraying the late * 
King James, w—_ | #6 Q ' 


Pon the 3o day of May laſt, there hapned a very hot Diſpute in the late King's 

. Council at St. Germains: ſome whereof having , impeached my Lord Melford 

of holding Correſpondence with the late Kings Enemies in England and Scot- 

| land, and with giving pernicious Counſel to the late King, and betraying his 

"+ Secrets; for Juſtification of the latter part, of the Charge my Lord Griffex 

produced a Letter, which he intercepted, written by my Lord Me/ford, and direfted to a 

Friend of his in Zxug/and; which faid Letter imported all the Private TranſaQtions, then 

under Conſideration, tending to the Reſtoration of thejate King : The faid Letter being 

produced as aforeſaid, all there preſent afſerted it to be my Lord Melford's own Hand-writ- 
ing. My Lord Me/ford being withdrawn from the Council, during the Examination of the 
ſaid Letter, after the Debates were over, he was called into the Council-room, (the late 

King then preſent) where he had ſeveral Queſtions of Importance pur to him; ſome he 
gave poſitive Anſwer unto, but to the Matters of FaCt he ſeemed to evade all, but could 
not poſitively deny the ſaid intercepted Letter. to be his own. And being asked the Que- 
ſtion, What he meant to do by giving ſuch Intelligence to the King's Enemies, of Matters of ſo 
high and great Importance : He Aud, That he held ne Correſpondence with any in Eng- 

. land or Scotland, but with the late King's Conſent. The late Lord Chiet Juſtice Z7erbert told 
him, That that was not the Anſwer to the Queſtion put, and defired him to Anſwer di- 
rely ro the leading Queſtion : Bur till my Lord Meiford ſeem'd to avoid the dirett An- 
ſwer,' and faid, There was no Reaſon to ſuſpet his Integrity, conſidering how much he and his 
Brother were both Sufferer's oz the late King's Account. To which my Lord Middleton ſaid, 

' That neither my Lord Melford, nor his Brother, ſuffered on the hate King's Account, but 
that it was their own foul Praftices againſt the Laws of Se97/and that fo much brought them 
in Contempt with the:People there ; Whereas, ſays he, had your Brother td your Lord- 
ſhip execured Juſtice impartially , ic would have been better with the King's ſntereſt in 
Scotland than it is; But as your Brother and You have violated the Law, all your Crimes 
are by the People there juſtly 7 v*gy to the King : 'So that your following the King be- 
came a force-put upon your Lordſhip, eſpecially when you knew that you could not with- 

| Nand the Weighr of the Charge prepared for your Lordſhip's Proſecution according to the 
Laws of Scotlavd. But my Lord, fays Middleton, All this Harangue is remote of the An- 
ſwer touching the Contents of the intercepted Letter : Ay, ſays the late Lord Chief Juſtice 
Herbert, it was hitherto imputcd to the few Proteſtants here about the King, that they 
have held Correſpondence with Exglazd ; but now, my Lord, I douhr it will be fixed a- 
nother way. The late King ſeem'd very much diſguſted, faying. That he was the moſt un- 
fortunate Prince in the World, and the moſt miſtaken in thoſe he took for his Friends; and, 
with an angry countenance, 'requred my Lord Melford to anſwer, and tell what he meant by 
the ſaid. Letter. Then my Lord Helford ſaid, T hat he hal Orders from the Ceurt of France 
to anticipate all the Meſures propoſed by the Subjefts of England to the late X ing: And that 
the King of France would not let the late Fings Subjefts have any ſhare in the late Kings Re: 
ftoration, but that he would do it entirely himſelf, or elſe it ſhould not be done at all. Where. 
upon the late King laid, with great Impatience, that it concerned himſelf now to look a- 
bout him as. much as ever before, and that he did not underſtand how that his own Secre- 
tary durſt meddle fo high without his. Orders. The Council all looked upon one another* 

. and faid not a word. 'My Lord Melford was ordered to withdraw. My Lord Melford be. 

- Ing gone to another Room, the late King fajd, 7hat it was no wonder he has had no Succeſs 
 3n all his private Conſultations, (iuce be was by: Authority betrayed, a} my Lord Melford al-. 

ledged - and that he be'ieved now bis. Sibje | England would ſay indeed, That if ever he 
ſhould return, it would be But to fexve x a Maſter : And that for his own part, tie 4id wo 

| expett to live ſo long, as to enjoy any Glory in this World; and that all he aimed at, was bus 
ro ſettle his Son in tht" Seceſſion of his Crowns, and to unite him to the Aﬀeftions of the People 
before his own Death : But ſeeing it was otherwiſe intended, he would ſabmit to what Godl ſhould 
order for him, and trouble himſelf no further. | 
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- The Council then, under a great Conſternation, requeſted the late King td rake berter 
Reſolutions, and not caſt himſelt down before he'knew the Truth 'of the Marter; and thar 
ic would be worth while to conſult the King of France about what my Lord: Melford faid : 
and if my Lord Melford had any ſuch Orders, that there would be the leſs ro ſay abour it; 
bur if otherwiſe, that the lare King had nee! to. alter. his Meaſures, and, his Secretary too. 
To which the late King ſaid, Ze would be ſatisfied better and further, and wonld attend his 

. Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty to knew his Pleaſure touching the Matters aforeſaid, and ordered my 
Lord Melford to be.called in to be further Interrogated ; and likewiſe ordered the Clerk of 
the Council to take Minutes. ro : 

My Lord Meltord being called in, was asked by the Lord Chancellor, ( that is, the late 
Lord Chiet Juſtice Herbert ) how long ago it was fince he had the Orders he ſaid ro be 
from the Court of France, to thwart the underſtanding berwixt the fate King and his Sub- 
j1:4s : He faid, it was about two Tears, Then he was asked wh: ther it was a verbal Order, or 
an Order in writing : He ſaid, a verbal Order. Being asked whether he meant the King of 
France, where he meationed the Court ; he ſaid, the King. Being asked whether he went of his 
ow# Accord for Orders, or was he ſent for by the moſt Chriſtian King; he made a long Pauſe, 
ſayins, That he had ether Occaſions to attend his moſt Chriſtian Majeſly : and laying the evil 
Conjequences that may attend King James's Affairs, by entring tato a Treaty with the People 
of Enoland and Scotland, before his moſt Chriftian Majeſty ; and how much it would I8fſen the 
T itereſt and Flonour of the King of France, to bave King James Reftered by his Subjects; and 
F:/id-s that, it would not only favour and further Her:ſy, and ſupplant the Rowan Catholick Re- 
151114 in Enoland and Scotland, but as England aud Scotland were the only Nurſeries of Schiſm 
{tereſy and Rebellion now in Chriſtendom, that nothing would remove all three, but toreftore 
King James by a Foreign Army, aud put none in the Garifons but Roman Catholick Strangers 
thereby ts keep Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom, and the Succeſſion of the Crowns to thoſe whoſe Right it 
world be after King James's Death, - pon thoſe Conſiderations his meſt Chrilt;an Majeſty or- 
der: d me, ſays my Lord Meliord, to give his moſt Chriſtian Majeſty timely notice of what ſhould 
62 done from time to time. 

Very well fays my Lord Herbert; but, upon the whole Matter, did his moſt Chriſtian 
Mz order youro communicate the Secrets of this board to King James's Enemies, ay, 
or n02 To which he ſaid, that tor that Matter he was leſt to his own Diſcretion. He was 
ask-4 how many other Letters he did ſend, and to whom 2 To which he gave no fatiſ: 
tac.ory Anſwer. Then the late King ſaid, that he took him for another Man; that he 
heard much of him, but would never believe any thing againſt him. The late King con: 
cluded, byſryinz, that he thought his Converſion raifed Enmity againſt him ; bur 
now he f2i4 he bclieved his Converſion was but Hypocriſy, and prayed to God, ro 
deliverall cood Mn from all fuch Converts, .The late King ordered that my Lord 
Melford fhou!d be fuſpcrded, and that my Lord Middleton officiate in his Place. Several 
oth:r Converts about Court are vehemently ſuſpeCted, whercof ſome are commanded from 
Ccourr,. ENG, 

It js reported that my Lord Melford ſhould fay, That King James was under a 
to the hi i117 of France, in Writing fraued and Sealed , that of in caſe A ing J ames and the Prince 
of Walcs ſhould die, without Tſue Male lawfqlly begotten, that then the King of France and 

his Fleirs ſhould ſucceed in the Kingdoms of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and for that 
Reaſon King James ſhould never be reſtored by his own Subjetts, but by the French, who would 
keep the Poſſeſſion, in,order that the Crawns ſhould be forth coming, .as already conditioned for. 

The 34/.. of the ſaid Month of May the Prince of Wales, fo called there, had two Con- 
vuiſion-Firs upon him, which created a greater Conſternation than my Lord Mefford's Ler. 
ters: The late Queen took it ſo much to heart, that ſhe ſwooned away ar theHght, rhey 
were both yery much indiſpoſed, and the Recoyery of the Prince 'much doubted. - As 
{non as we have the French King's Anſwer touching my. Lord Melfard, it ſhall be publiſhed 
at large. | $2688 WII £3 of Colt 
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